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Conventional wisdom dictates that the conditions of international politics require states to pursue "tough"
strategies based on threats, ruling out "soft" strategies such as reassurances or appeasement. In Threats and
Promises, James W. Davis, Jr., works toward a theory of influence in international politics that recognizes
the power of promises and assurances as tools of statecraft.

Davis offers an analytic treatment of promises and assurances, drawing on relevant strands of international
relations theory and deterrence theory, as well as cognitive and social psychology. Building on prospect
theory (from cognitive psychology), he develops a testable theory of influence that suggests promises are
most effective when potential aggressors are motivated by a desire to avoid loss. Davis then considers a
series of case studies drawn principally from German diplomatic relations in the later nineteenth and early
twentieth century. From the case studies?which focus on such issues as European stability, colonial
competition, and the outbreak of the First World War?Davis shows how a blending of threats and promises
according to reasoned principles can lead to a new system of more creative statecraft.

While many critical analyses exist on the use of threats, there are relatively few on the use of promises.
Davis argues that promises have been central to outcomes that were previously attributed to the successful
use of deterrent threats, as well as the resolution of many crises where threats failed to deter aggression.
Threats and Promises challenges the conventional wisdom and is an original contribution to the field of
international politics.
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From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of
International Influence can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jessie Taylor:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Patricia Briggs:

The book untitled Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author.
The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Ricky Bradley:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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