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Two thousand years ago, according to the Bible, a star rose low in the east and stopped high above
Bethlehem. Was it a miracle, a sign from God to herald the birth of Christ? Was there a star at all, or was it
simply added to the Bible to fulfill the Old Testament prophecy concerning the birth of the Messiah? Or was
the Star of Bethlehem an actual astronomical event? For hundreds of years, astronomers as prominent as
Johannes Kepler have sought an answer to this last baffling question. In The Star of Bethlehem, Mark Kidger
brings all the tools of modern science, years of historical research, and an infectious spirit of inquiry to bear
on the mystery. He sifts through an astonishing variety of ideas, evidence, and information--including
Babylonian sky charts, medieval paintings, data from space probes, and even calculations about the speed of
a camel--to present a graceful, original, and scientifically compelling account of what it may have been that
illuminated the night skies two millennia ago.

Kidger begins with the stories of early Christians, comparing Matthew's tale of the Star and the three Magi
who followed it to Bethlehem with lesser-known accounts excluded from the Bible. Crucially, Kidger
follows the latest biblical scholarship in placing Christ's birth between 7 and 5 B.C., which leads him to
reject various phenomena that other scientists have proposed as the Star. In clear, colorful prose, he then
leads us through the arguments for and against the remaining astronomical candidates. Could the Star have
been Venus? What about a meteor or a rare type of meteor shower? Could it have been Halley's Comet, as
featured in Giotto's famous painting of the Nativity? Or, as Kidger suspects, was the Star a combination of
events--a nova recorded in ancient Chinese and Korean manuscripts preceded by a series of other events,
including an unusual triple conjunction of planets?
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Rios:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Star of Bethlehem to read.

Contessa Watkins:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Star of
Bethlehem suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled The Star of Bethlehemis the one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Carol Hamilton:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book The Star of Bethlehem was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Nathan Hutchison:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Star of Bethlehem when you necessary it?
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