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During the American Civil War, Alexander “Sandy” McNeill, a southern merchant, served in the Secession
Guards, Company F, and Second South Carolina Regiment from April 17, 1861, to May 2, 1865. Within
three weeks after the war began at Fort Sumter, McNeill wrote his first epistle to his long-time friend,
Almirah Haseltine “Tinie” Simmons, in a campaign to win her heart and hand in marriage. The 29-year-old
McNeill proclaimed in that letter, “I have always esteemed you as a friend and now I feel stealing over me a
feeling which tells me that you are now held in higher estimation than that of a friend.”
Civil War historian and documentary editor Mac Wyckoff adds context to the correspondence, more than
two hundred letters that encompass the entire duration of the war. With the exception of three breaks in
communication, McNeill wrote to Tinie four to five times a week and persisted to the last week of April
1865, more than two weeks after General Robert E. Lee had surrendered at Appomattox Court House,
Virginia. In general, letters written during the final six months of the war are hard to find as are many other
primary source materials for the waning war.
While this is among the largest and fullest Civil War collections, it is the literary quality of McNeill’s letters
and wide variety of topics reported that distinguish it from others. In frequent and lengthy missives, McNeill
opened his heart and mind to Tinie, his fiancée and then wife. He fulsomely reported his experiences and
thoughts on a soldier’s life during this war, describing combat, camp life, the building of winter quarters, the
marches, company election of officers, weather, food, and morale. McNeill chronicled his experiences at
First Manassas (Bull Run), Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Chickamauga, and other battles. A
man of sophisticated opinions, McNeill voiced his personal views on political, religious and military events,
and the names of fellow soldiers he liked and disliked?all illuminating his deep, dynamic character.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Civil War Letters of Alexander McNeill, 2nd
South Carolina Infantry Regiment.

Michael Walsh:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The Civil War Letters of
Alexander McNeill, 2nd South Carolina Infantry Regiment? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Paul Lopez:

The experience that you get from The Civil War Letters of Alexander McNeill, 2nd South Carolina Infantry
Regiment could be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Civil War Letters of
Alexander McNeill, 2nd South Carolina Infantry Regiment giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having that The Civil War Letters of Alexander McNeill, 2nd South Carolina
Infantry Regiment instantly.

Barbara Kyle:

You can obtain this The Civil War Letters of Alexander McNeill, 2nd South Carolina Infantry Regiment by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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