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Women across early modern Europe suffered repressive and restrictive patriarchal measures that denied them
education and a voice. Nowhere was this more apparent than in Counter-Reformation Iberia. Yet there is
increasing awareness of a wealth of cultural activity by women, produced in spite of long-cherished
masculine notions of biological determinism, masculine control, and feminine shame. Women proved that
given the opportunity and the education they were equal in reason and intelligence to their male counterparts.

Subtle Subversions is the first full-length, contextual, and analytical study of the sonnets of five seventeenth-
century women in Spain and Portugal: Luisa de Carvajal y Mendoza, Catalina Clara Ramírez de Guzmán,
Sor María de Santa Isabel, Leonor de la Cueva y Silva, and Sor Violante del Cielo. Using the sonnets as a
basis for inquiry, Gwyn Fox adds significantly to scholarship on women's interpersonal relationships through
nuanced and revealing analyses of family and friendship as seen through the sonnets. She deciphers issues of
subjectivity, interpersonal relationships, and power structures and engages with patronage as a major issue in
women's writing.

As a difficult form of poetry requiring wit, artistry and education, sonnets provided the ideal framework to
display intellectual skills and education, but they also allowed the women to create a subtext of criticism of
contemporary systems of control. Although their criticisms had to be subtle, since these systems still offered
them much in terms of social advancement and privilege, these women and their works revise our
understanding of women's lives in Baroque Spain and Portugal.

English translations accompany the Spanish quotations throughout the book.

Gwyn Fox is honorary research fellow at the University of Auckland, New Zealand, where she teaches
Spanish language and literature. Fox is currently translating Los baños de Argel, a previously untranslated
play by Miguel de Cervantes.

"Fox demonstrates that the fixed form of the sonnet simultaneously allowed women to showcase their
intellectual talents and critique predominant masculine norms in an understated fashion. . . . Recommended."
? P.W. Manning, Choice

"In this beautifully written study of five early modern Iberian poets, Gwyn Fox offers a revisionary history of
women's poetics as well as a challenge to conventional Renaissance hermeneutics. . . . Fox delves deeply
into each theme, not only contextualizing, but also historicizing her analysis by comparing these women's
writings with a broad range of examples. Indeed a bonus of this book is that it does not limit itself to the five
women specified above or solely to their sonnets. Fox speaks knowledgeably about other women writers,
such as Maria de Zayas and Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz, to name the most well known, and mentions lesser-
known figures such as Inarda de Arteaga. . . . [Fox's] close readings of individual poems are themselves
subtle and nuanced. . . . She offers original insights into the poems' social purpose. . . . It is a welcome and



much-needed addition to early modern Spanish scholarship." ? Anne J. Cruz, Renaissance Quarterly

"Fox's contribution adds to prior rediscoveries and assessments of the poetry of five Iberian women of the
Baroque about whose lives, in some cases, very little is known. . . . The critical analysis offered in Subtle
Subversions present new insights into the interpersonal relationships of women as well as their engagement
with structures of social power, affirming that their sonnets were meant to display these authors' intellect,
wit, and education. . . . With her skillful readings of their sonnets, Fox offers a fuller picture of these
women's poetic production and contributes to an overall understanding of upperclass women's lives in Spain
and Portugal." ? Dana Bultman, Caliope
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

The reserve with title Subtle Subversions: Reading Golden Age Sonnets by Iberian Women includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Jose Longoria:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Subtle
Subversions: Reading Golden Age Sonnets by Iberian Women your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get just before. The Subtle Subversions: Reading Golden Age Sonnets by Iberian
Women giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for
your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michael Dennison:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Subtle Subversions: Reading Golden Age
Sonnets by Iberian Women is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Rick Beard:

This Subtle Subversions: Reading Golden Age Sonnets by Iberian Women is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Subtle
Subversions: Reading Golden Age Sonnets by Iberian Women can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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