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Who first presented Pascal's triangle? (It was not Pascal.)
Who first presented Hamiltonian graphs? (It was not Hamilton.)
Who first presented Steiner triple systems? (It was not Steiner.)

The history of mathematics is a well-studied and vibrant area of research, with books and scholarly articles
published on various aspects of the subject. Yet, the history of combinatorics seems to have been largely
overlooked. This book goes some way to redress this and serves two main purposes: 1) it constitutes the first
book-length survey of the history of combinatorics; and 2) it assembles, for the first time in a single source,
researches on the history of combinatorics that would otherwise be inaccessible to the general reader.

Individual chapters have been contributed by sixteen experts. The book opens with an introduction by
Donald E. Knuth to two thousand years of combinatorics. This is followed by seven chapters on early
combinatorics, leading from Indian and Chinese writings on permutations to late-Renaissance publications
on the arithmetical triangle. The next seven chapters trace the subsequent story, from Euler's contributions to
such wide-ranging topics as partitions, polyhedra, and latin squares to the 20th century advances in
combinatorial set theory, enumeration, and graph theory. The book concludes with some combinatorial
reflections by the distinguished combinatorialist, Peter J. Cameron.

This book is not expected to be read from cover to cover, although it can be. Rather, it aims to serve as a
valuable resource to a variety of audiences. Combinatorialists with little or no knowledge about the
development of their subject will find the historical treatment stimulating. A historian of mathematics will
view its assorted surveys as an encouragement for further research in combinatorics. The more general
reader will discover an introduction to a fascinating and too little known subject that continues to stimulate
and inspire the work of scholars today.
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From reader reviews:

John Richey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Combinatorics: Ancient & Modern. Try to face the book
Combinatorics: Ancient & Modern as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Roseann Flowers:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Combinatorics: Ancient &
Modern book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Bradley Bishop:

Typically the book Combinatorics: Ancient & Modern has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
perusing this book.

Michael Sherman:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Combinatorics: Ancient & Modern we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Combinatorics: Ancient & Modern. You can
more pleasing than now.
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