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The swift and unexpected defeat of the French Army in 1940 shocked the nation. Two million soldiers were
taken prisoner, six million civilians fled from the German army’s advance to join convoys of confused and
terrified refugees, and only a few managed to escape the country. The vast majority of French people were
condemned to years of subjugation under Nazi and Vichy rule. This compelling book investigates the impact
of the occupation on the people of France and dispels any lingering notion that somehow, under the
collaborating government of Marshal Pétain, life was quite tolerable for most French citizens.

Richard Vinen describes the inescapable fear and the moral quandaries that permeated life in German-
controlled France. Focusing on the experiences of the least privileged, he shows how chronic shortages,
desperate compromises, fear of displacement, racism, and sadistic violence defined their lives. Virtually all
adult males festered in POW camps or were sent to work in the Reich. With numerous enthralling anecdotes
and a variety of maps and evocative photographs, The Unfree French makes it possible for the first time to
understand how average people in France really lived from 1940 to 1945, why their experiences differed
from region to region and among various groups, and why they made the choices they did during the
occupation.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation seemed to
be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The Unfree French:
Life Under the Occupation. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Bertha Underwood:

The guide untitled The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation is the book that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

David Dozier:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation can make you feel more interested
to read.
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