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From Samuel Morton's collection of Native American skulls to William James's writings on the
consciousness of lost limbs, this book examines a startling array of artifacts that reflect nineteenth-century
thinking about madness, race, and gender. According to Thomas W. Cooley, what unites these seemingly
disconnected cultural fragments is the governing model of "psychology," as it was just then coming to be
called, that shaped the American understanding of "mind" before the age of Freud. Essentially a "faculty"
psychology, this model conceived of the human mind as a set of separate roomlike compartments, each with
its proper office or capacity. Under this architecture, a healthy mind was characterized by the harmonious
interrelation of these faculties; madness, conversely, was believed to occur when the "chambers" of the mind
became cut off from one another. In addition, gender and racial qualities were associated with different
mental functions: the reasoning intellect took on a "masculine" and "white" valence, while the emotions and
appetitive faculties were considered "feminine" or "black." What was thought to be true for the individual
also applied to the group. Thus a balanced mind, a happy marriage, and a strong nation all drew their
legitimacy from the same essentially racist and sexist model, one that posited a union of parts arrayed in an
ostensibly natural hierarchy of authority. In effect a master/slave psychology, this paradigm prevailed in
American thought until the end of the nineteenth century. As Cooley shows, it profoundly shaped artifacts of
American high culture as well as low?from the writings of Hawthorne, Stowe, Douglass, Dickinson, and the
Jameses to political speeches, medical treatises, phrenological sculptures, and sideshow exhibitions.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Rowe:

The knowledge that you get from The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender in
Victorian America could be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Ivory Leg in the
Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian America giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender
in Victorian America instantly.

Lucile Brown:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Ivory Leg in
the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian America suitable to you? The particular book
was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet:
Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian Americais the main of several books in which everyone read now.
That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all
of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Aaron Powers:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet:
Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian America, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Christine Flint:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet:
Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian America publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still skepticism The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian America as



good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain
book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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