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Seeking a taste of unspoiled wilderness, more than eight million people visit the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park each year. Yet few probably realize what makes the park unusual: it was the result of efforts to
reclaim wilderness rather than to protect undeveloped land.

The Smokies have, in fact, been a human habitat for 8,000 years, and that contact has molded the landscape
as surely as natural forces have. In this book, Daniel S. Pierce examines land use in the Smokies over the
centuries, describing the pageant of peoples who have inhabited these mountains and then focusing on the
twentieth-century movement to create a national park.

Drawing on previously unexplored archival materials, Pierce presents the most balanced account available of
the development of the park. He tells how park supporters set about raising money to buy the land—often
from resistant timber companies—and describes the fierce infighting between wilderness advocates and
tourism boosters over the shape the park would take. He also discloses the unfortunate human cost of the
park’s creation: the displacement of the area’s inhabitants.

Pierce is especially insightful regarding the often-neglected history of the park since 1945. He looks at the
problems caused by roadbuilding, tree blight, and air pollution that becomes trapped in the mountains’
natural haze. He also provides astute assessments of the Cades Cove restoration, the Fontana Lake road
construction, and other recent developments involving the park.

Full of outstanding photographs and boasting a breadth of coverage unmatched in other books of its kind,
The Great Smokies will help visitors better appreciate the wilderness experience they have sought. Pierce’s
account makes us more aware of humanity's long interaction with the land while capturing the spirit of those
idealistic environmentalists who realized their vision to protect it.

The Author: Daniel S. Pierce teaches in the department of history and the humanities program at the
University of North Carolina, Asheville, and is a contributor to The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and
Culture.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Gallagher:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National
Park. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park. You can add understanding and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Charles Montiel:

This Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To
National Park can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Gregory Rivera:

Often the book Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park has a lot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

James Snider:

Beside this Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in
addition to read it from now!
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