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After 9/11, the United States became a nation that sanctioned torture. Detainees across the globe were
waterboarded, deprived of deep, beaten by guards, blasted with deafening music and forced into obscene
acts. Their torture presents a profound problem for literature: torturous pain and its traumatic aftermath have
long been held to destroy language, shatter experience, and refuse representation. Challenging accepted
thinking, Gestures of Testimony asks how literature might bear witness to the tortures of a war waged against
fear itself.

Bringing the vibrant field of affect theory to bear on theories of torture and power, Richardson adopts an
interdisciplinary approach to show how testimony founded in affect can bear withessto torture and its
traumas. Grounded in provocative readings of poems by Guantanamo detainees, memoirs of interrogators
and detainees, contemporary films, the Bush Administration's Torture Memos, and fiction by George Orwell,
Franz Kafka, Arthur Koestler, Anne Michaels, and Janette Turner Hospital, Michael Richardson traces the
workings of affect, biopower, and aesthetics to re-think literary testimony. Gestures of Testimony gives shape
to amode of affective witnessing, areaching beyond the page in the writing of torture that reveals violent
trauma - even asit embodies its veiling.
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From reader reviews:
Marie Clayton:

The book Gestures of Testimony: Torture, Trauma, and Affect in Literature can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave agood thing like a
book Gestures of Testimony: Torture, Trauma, and Affect in Literature? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Gestures of Testimony: Torture, Trauma, and Affect in
Literature has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can look the
enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Marlon Taylor:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their
can do which. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardin de infancia until university need this particular Gestures of Testimony: Torture, Trauma, and
Affect in Literature to read.

David Mandujano:

Often the book Gestures of Testimony: Torture, Trauma, and Affect in Literature will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain theideais very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Gestures of Testimony: Torture, Trauma,
and Affect in Literature is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

James Holmes:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Gestures of Testimony: Torture, Trauma, and Affect in
Literature or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Gestures of Testimony: Torture, Trauma, and Affect in Literature to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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