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Gay Science is the first comprehensive examination of the ethical questions surrounding sexual orientation
research. Bioethicist Timothy Murphy presents the views of many gay men and women who detect ominous
motives behind this research. If a genetic marker were discovered for homosexual tendencies would genetic
screening be used to further discriminate against gay people? If a method for changing sexual orientation
were developed would it would be forced upon gay adults, or children whose parents suspected they might
grow up to be gay? Given the potential for its misuse, is sexual orientation research fundamentally unethical?

Murphy acknowledges that much of sexual orientation research to date has been bad science, questionable in
its motives and methodologically unsound. He examines the social and historical conditions, from the 1880s
to the present, that spawned this research and reviews the findings that have often perpetuated confusion
about homosexuality. He assesses five major studies on sexual orientation undertaken in the 1990s, from
neuroanatomist Simon leVay's study of certain brain structures in gay men to the work of psychologist
Joseph Nicolosi. He questions the flawed and simplistic assumptions about sexuality made by much of this
research, Murphy argues that a true science of sexual orientation would not be focused exclusively upon
homosexuality nor presuppose its pathology.

Throughout the book Murphy argues that concerns about the potential misuses of this research do not justify
its prohibition. Tackling gay science's most troubling aspects, he contends that if this research leads to the
development of effective sexual orientation therapies, informed adults should have the choice to undergo
them; he also examines the factors that weigh in favor of a parental right to choose or attempt to influence
the sexual orientation of a child, and the ethical limits to such a right.

Pointing to the potential benefits of sexual orientation research as well as acknowledging its potential for
harm, Murphy ultimately defends gay science in the name of free scientific inquiry. Gay Science argues that
the way to ensure the future of gay people is not through censoring sexual orientation research but through
working toward a society which uses reseach as a way of dinstinguishing myth from fact and not as an
instrument of discrimination.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Striegel:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Gay Science will make you to end
up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Mary Ransom:

This Gay Science book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Gay Science
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Gay Science can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Gay Science having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Franklin Crossland:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is usually Gay Science.

Tom Harris:

You can obtain this Gay Science by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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