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Baudelaire's essays on caricature offered the first sustained defense of the value of caricature as a serious art,
worthy of study in its own right. This book argues for the crucial importance of the essays for his conception
of modernity, so fundamental to the subsequent history of modernism. From the theory of the comic
formulated in De l'essence du rire to his discussions of Daumier, Goya, Hogarth, Cruikshank, Bruegel,
Grandville, Gavarni, Charlet, and many others, Baudelaire develops not only an aesthetic of caricature but
also a caricatural aesthetic--- dual and contradictory, grotesque, ironic, violent, farcical, fantastic, and
fleeting--- that defines an art of modern life.In particular, Baudelaire's insistence on the dualism and
ambiguity of laughter has radical implications for such emblems of modernity as the city and the flaneur who
roams the streets. The modern city is the space of the comic, a kind of caricature, presenting the flaneur with
an image of dualism, one's position as subject and object, implicated in the same urban experiences one
seems to control. The theory of the comic invests the idea of modernity with reciprocity, one's status as
laughter and object of laughter, thus preventing the subjective construction and appropriation of the world
that has so often been linked with the project of modernism. Comic art reflects what Walter Benjamin later
defined as Baudelairean allegory, at once representing and revealing the alienation of modern experience.
But Baudelaire also transforms the dualism of the comic into a peculiarly modern unity--- the doubling of the
comic artist enacted for the benefit of the audience, the self-generating and self-reflexive experience of the
flaneur in a ''communion'' with the crowd. This study examines his views in the context of the history of
comic theory and contemporary accounts of the individual artists. Complete with illustrations of the many
works discussed, it illuminates the history and theory of caricature, the comic, and the grotesque, and adds to
our understanding of modernism in literature and the visual arts.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Baudelaire and Caricature: From the
Comic to an Art of Modernity book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jose Reed:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be learn. Baudelaire and Caricature: From the Comic to an Art of Modernity can be your answer since it
can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Laura Burke:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Baudelaire and Caricature: From the Comic to an Art of Modernity will give you a new experience in
studying a book.

Nelson McNamee:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Baudelaire and Caricature: From the Comic to an Art of Modernity when you essential
it?
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