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Kenya's white settlers have long captivated observers. They are alternately celebrated and condemned,
painted as romantic pioneers, hedonistic bed-hoppers or crude racists. However, if we wish to better
understand Kenya's tortured history, we must examine settlers not as caricatures, but as people inhabiting a
unique historical moment.

The souls of white folk offers a striking new interpretation of white settlement in early colonial Kenya by
interrogating settlers' lives. It takes seriously - though not uncritically - what settlers said, how they viewed
themselves and their world. It argues that the settler soul was composed of a series of interlaced ideas:
settlers equated civilisation with a (hard to define) whiteness; they were emotionally enriched through claims
to paternalism and trusteeship over Africans; they felt themselves constantly threatened by Africans, by the
state, and by the moral failures of other settlers; and they daily enacted their claims to supremacy through
rituals of prestige, deference, humiliation and violence.

This book shows how settlers could proclaim real affection for their African servants, and tend to them with
intimate medical procedures, as well as whip, punch and kick them - for these acts were central to the joy of
settlement, and the preservation of settlement. It also explains why settlers could be equally alarmed by an
African man with a fine hat, Russian Jews or a black policeman, as by white drunkards, adulterers and judges
- all posed dangers to white prestige.

The souls of white folk will appeal to anyone interested in the histories of Africa, colonialism and race, and
can be appreciated by scholars and students alike.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Wyatt:

The book The Souls of White Folk: White settlers in Kenya, 1900s-20s (Studies in Imperialism MUP) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing
like a book The Souls of White Folk: White settlers in Kenya, 1900s-20s (Studies in Imperialism MUP)?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us.
It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Souls of White Folk: White
settlers in Kenya, 1900s-20s (Studies in Imperialism MUP) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Maria Tate:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book The Souls of White Folk: White settlers in Kenya, 1900s-20s
(Studies in Imperialism MUP) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book provides high quality.

Nathan Pope:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is The Souls of White Folk: White settlers in Kenya, 1900s-20s (Studies in Imperialism MUP) this
reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Amber Tyson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social



such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Souls of White Folk: White settlers in Kenya, 1900s-20s (Studies in Imperialism MUP)
when you essential it?
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