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In 1966 the United States Congress passed the landmark Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) giving the
public the right to access government documents. This "right to know" has been used over the intervening
years to challenge overreaching Presidents and secretive government agencies. This example of
governmental transparency has served as an inspiring case in point to nations around the world, spawning
similar statutes in fifty-nine countries. Yet, despite these global efforts to foster openness in government,
secrecy still persists--and in many cases--sometimes thrives. Alasdair Roberts, a prominent lawyer, public
policy expert, and international authority on transparency in government, examines the evolution of the trend
toward governmental openness and how technological developments have assisted the disclosure and
dissemination of information. In the process he offers a comprehensive look at the global efforts to restrict
secrecy and provides readers with a clearly written guide to those areas where the battle over secrecy is most
intense. Drawing on cases from many different countries, Roberts goes further than the popular view that
secrecy is simply a problem of selfish bureaucrats trying to hide embarrassing information by showing how
such powerful trends as privatization, globalization, and the "networking" of security agencies are
complicating the fight against secrecy. In our time when new terror threats provoke potentially counter-
productive measures that impede openness, the need for a thorough and dispassionate discussion of openness
in democratic societies is especially acute. Written in an engaging style, Blacked Out powerfully illustrates
why transparency matters and why the struggle for openness is so difficult. Alasdair Roberts is Associate
Professor in the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs and Director of the Campbell Public
Affairs Institute at Syracuse University. An internationally-recognized specialist on open government, he has
written over thirty journal articles and book chapters. He is a 2005 recipient of the Johnson Award for Best
Paper in Ethics and Accountability in the Public Sector. He has been a fellow of the Open Society Institute
and the Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars, and is a member of the Initiative for Policy Dialogue's
Transparency Task Force.
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From reader reviews:

Corine Ramirez:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Blacked Out: Government Secrecy in the
Information Age is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Shawn Proctor:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Blacked
Out: Government Secrecy in the Information Age, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Andrea Behnke:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Blacked Out: Government Secrecy in the Information Age why because the
amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Carlton Wood:

Beside this particular Blacked Out: Government Secrecy in the Information Age in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have Blacked Out: Government Secrecy in the Information Age because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and also read it from right now!
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