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William E. Nelson's first volume of the four-volume The Common Law of Colonial America (2008)
established a new benchmark for study of colonial era legal history. Drawing from both a rich archival base
and existing scholarship on the topic, the first volume demonstrated how the legal systems of Britain's
thirteen North American colonies-each of which had unique economies, political structures, and religious
institutions -slowly converged into a common law order that differed substantially from English common
law.

The first volume focused on how the legal systems of the Chesapeake colonies--Virginia and Maryland--
contrasted with those of the New England colonies and traced these dissimilarities from the initial settlement
of America until approximately 1660. In this new volume, Nelson brings the discussion forward, covering
the years from 1660, which saw the Restoration of the British monarchy, to 1730. In particular, he analyzes
the impact that an increasingly powerful British government had on the evolution of the common law in the
New World. As the reach of the Crown extended, Britain imposed far more restrictions than before on the
new colonies it had chartered in the Carolinas and the middle Atlantic region. The government's intent was to
ensure that colonies' laws would align more tightly with British law. Nelson examines how the newfound
coherence in British colonial policy led these new colonies to develop common law systems that
corresponded more closely with one another, eliminating much of the variation that socio-economic
differences had created in the earliest colonies. As this volume reveals, these trends in governance ultimately
resulted in a tension between top-down pressures from Britain for a more uniform system of laws and
bottom-up pressures from colonists to develop their own common law norms and preserve their own
distinctive societies. Authoritative and deeply researched, the volumes in The Common Law of Colonial
America will become the foundational resource for anyone interested the history of American law before the
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Common Law in Colonial America: Volume II: The Middle Colonies
and the Carolinas, 1660-1730.

Corrine Steinke:

The book The Common Law in Colonial America: Volume II: The Middle Colonies and the Carolinas,
1660-1730 has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this
book.

Loretta Pena:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Common Law in
Colonial America: Volume II: The Middle Colonies and the Carolinas, 1660-1730 which is keeping the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Common Law in Colonial
America: Volume II: The Middle Colonies and the Carolinas, 1660-1730.
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