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Taking the culturally resonant motif of the descent to the underworld as his guiding thread, David L. Pike
traces the interplay between myth and history in medieval and modernist literature. Passage through Hell
suggests new approaches to the practice of comparative literature, and a possible escape from the current
morass of competing critical schools and ideologies.Pike's readings of Louis Ferdinand Céline and Walter
Benjamin reveal the tensions at work in the modern appropriation of structures derived from ancient and
medieval descents. His book shows how these structures were redefined in modernism and persist in
contemporary critical practice. In order to recover the historical corpus of modernism, he asserts, it is
necessary to acknowledge the attraction that medieval forms and motifs held for modernist literature and
theory. By pairing the writings of the postwar German dramatist and novelist Peter Weiss with Dante's
Commedia, and Christine de Pizan with Virginia Woolf, Pike argues for a new level of complexity in the
relation between medieval and modern poetics.Pike's supple and persuasive reading of the Commedia
resituates that text within the contradictions of medieval tradition. He contends that the Dantean allegory of
conversion, altered to suit the exigencies of modernism, maintains its hold over current literature and theory.
The postwar writers Pike treats?Weiss, Seamus Heaney, and Derek Walcott?exemplify alternate strategies
for negotiating the legacy of modernism. The passage through hell emerges as a way of disentangling images
of the past from their interpretation in the present.
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From reader reviews:

Olive Wilson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Passage through Hell: Modernist Descents,
Medieval Underworlds was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Passage through Hell: Modernist Descents, Medieval
Underworlds is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with
the book Passage through Hell: Modernist Descents, Medieval Underworlds. You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Joyce Matchett:

Passage through Hell: Modernist Descents, Medieval Underworlds can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Passage through Hell: Modernist Descents, Medieval Underworlds however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This
great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Luann Bowen:

Beside that Passage through Hell: Modernist Descents, Medieval Underworlds in your phone, it can give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Passage through Hell: Modernist Descents, Medieval Underworlds because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find
this book along with read it from currently!

Aaron Edgington:

You can find this Passage through Hell: Modernist Descents, Medieval Underworlds by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to



choose suitable ways for you.
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