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A poetic, philosophical, and political account of Nietzsche’s importance to Bataille, and of Bataille’s
experience in Nazi-occupied France.

Georges Bataille wrote On Nietzsche in the final months of the Nazi occupation of France in order to cleanse
the German philosopher of the “stain of Nazism.” More than merely a treatise on Nietzsche, the book is as
much a work of ethics in which thought is put to the test of experience and experience pushed to its limits. At
once personal and political, it was written as an act of war, its publication contingent upon the German
retreat. The result is a poetic and philosophical—and occasionally harrowing—record of life during wartime.

Following Inner Experience and Guilty, On Nietzsche is the third volume of Bataille’s Summa Atheologica.
Haunted by the recognition that “existence cannot be at once autonomous and viable,” herein the author
yearns for community from the depths of personal isolation and transforms Nietzsche’s will to power into his
own will to chance.

This new translation includes Memorandum, a selection of 280 passages from Nietzsche’s works edited and
introduced by Bataille. Originally published separately, Bataille planned to include the text in future editions
of On Nietzsche. This edition also features the full notes and annotations from the French edition of
Bataille’s Oeuvres Complètes, as well as an incisive introductory essay by Stuart Kendall that situates the
work historically, biographically, and philosophically.

Georges Bataille (1897–1962), a medievalist librarian by training, founded the College of Sociology and the
secret society Acéphale. He was equally famous for his contributions to French literature, art criticism,
anthropology, philosophy, and theology. Bane of theologians, existentialists, and surrealists during his
lifetime, he became an essential reference for the poststructuralist generation of French intellectuals,
including Roland Barthes, Jean Baudrillard, Michel Foucault, and Jacques Derrida.
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From reader reviews:

Jared Hoskins:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When you
read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the information
or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this On Nietzsche,
you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a guide.

Dennis Stclair:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled On Nietzsche your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The On
Nietzsche giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
facts for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Sean Bass:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like On Nietzsche which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Andrea Quirk:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes reading, not only science book but novel and On Nietzsche or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes On Nietzsche to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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