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The "Homeric Question" has vexed Classicists for generations. Was the author of the Iliad and the Odyssey a
single individual who created the poems at a particular moment in history? Or does the name "Homer" hide
the shaping influence of the epic tradition during a long period of oral composition and transmission?

In this innovative investigation, Gregory Nagy applies the insights of comparative linguistics and
anthropology to offer a new historical model for understanding how, when, where, and why the Iliad and the
Odyssey were ultimately preserved as written texts that could be handed down over two millennia. His model
draws on the comparative evidence provided by living oral epic traditions, in which each performance of a
song often involves a recomposition of the narrative.

This evidence suggests that the written texts emerged from an evolutionary process in which composition,
performance, and diffusion interacted to create the epics we know as the Iliad and the Odyssey. Sure to
challenge orthodox views and provoke lively debate, Nagy's book will be essential reading for all students of
oral traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Homeric Questions to read.

Ross Larson:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Homeric Questions book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Eleanor Abney:

This Homeric Questions tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason of this Homeric Questions can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Homeric Questions forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kelly Breedlove:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Homeric Questions can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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