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Bored and lonely, 15-year-old Hélène decides to pay a visit to her father’s mistress. Within days, she is
captivated by Tamara, a Russian émigré whose arts of enchantment include lingering kisses, sudden
dismissals, and savage, rapturous reunions. As long as she submits to Tamara, Hélène is permitted to stay
near her: reading forbidden novels, meeting Tamara’s bohemian friends, and learning more “refinements of
depravity” than the gossiping matrons of her provincial French town could imagine existed. Flemish writer
Françoise Mallet-Joris was 20 years old in 1951 when her first novel, Le Rempart des Beguines ? published
in English as The Illusionist ? created a sensation in France. This contemplative, beautifully written book,
with its dark undercurrents of desire, has its origins in Madame Bovary and the novels of Colette, and was a
precursor to Françoise Sagan’s similarly themed Bonjour Tristesse.
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From reader reviews:

Emery Flores:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Illusionist. Try to stumble through book The Illusionist as
your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Myron Mendez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Illusionist is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Earl Quintana:

Typically the book The Illusionist has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research
prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this
book.

Edward Franco:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Illusionist, you could enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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