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Some neurological patients exhibit a striking tendency to confabulate -- to construct false answers to a
question while genuinely believing that they are telling the truth. A stroke victim, for example, will describe
in detail a conference he attended over the weekend when in fact he has not left the hospital. Normal people,
too, sometimes have a tendency to confabulate; rather than admitting "I don't know," some people will make
up an answer or an explanation and express it with complete conviction. In Brain Fiction, William Hirstein
examines confabulation and argues that its causes are not merely technical issues in neurology or cognitive
science but deeply revealing about the structure of the human intellect.

Hirstein describes confabulation as the failure of a normal checking or censoring process in the brain -- the
failure to recognize that a false answer is fantasy, not reality. Thus, he argues, the creative ability to construct
a plausible-sounding response and some ability to check that response are separate in the human brain.
Hirstein sees the dialectic between the creative and checking processes -- "the inner dialogue" -- as an
important part of our mental life. In constructing a theory of confabulation, Hirstein integrates perspectives
from different fields, including philosophy, neuroscience, and psychology to achieve a natural mix of
conceptual issues usually treated by philosophers with purely empirical issues; information about the
distribution of certain blood vessels in the prefrontal lobes of the brain, for example, or the behavior of split-
brain patients can shed light on the classic questions of philosophy of mind, including questions about the
function of consciousness. This first book-length study of confabulation breaks ground in both philosophy
and cognitive science.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Brain Fiction: Self-Deception and the Riddle
of Confabulation (Philosophical Psychopathology) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Susan Williams:

The book with title Brain Fiction: Self-Deception and the Riddle of Confabulation (Philosophical
Psychopathology) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

James Daniels:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Brain Fiction: Self-Deception and the Riddle of Confabulation (Philosophical
Psychopathology) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book appropriate all of you.

Paul Simpson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Brain Fiction: Self-Deception and the
Riddle of Confabulation (Philosophical Psychopathology) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.
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