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Winner of the 2004 Prix de Flore—one of France's most distinguished literary prizes—a wildly
romantic, true-life love story

“History follows a trail of sputtering desire, often calling upon the delusions of lovers to generate the sparks.
If it weren’t for us, the world would suffer from a dismal lack of stories," writes Bruce Benderson in this
brutally candid memoir.

“What astonishes and intrigues is Benderson’s way of recounting, in the sweetest possible voice, things that
are considered shocking,” wrote Le Monde. What’s so shocking? It’s not just Benderson’s job translating
Céline Dion’s saccharine autobiography, which he admits is driving him mad; but his unrequited love for an
impoverished Romanian in “cheap club-kid platforms with dollar signs in his squinting eyes,” whom he
meets while on a journalism assignment in Eastern Europe.

Rather than retreat, Benderson absorbs everything he can about Romanian culture and discovers an uncanny
similarity between his own obsession for the Romanian (named Romulus) and the disastrous love affair of
King Carol II, the last king of Romania (1893-1953). Throughout, Benderson—“absolutely free of bitterness,
nastiness, or any desire to protect himself,” wrote Le Monde—is sustained by little white codeine pills, a
poetic self-awareness, a sense of humor, and an unwavering belief in the perfect romance, even as wild dogs
chase him down Romanian streets.
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From reader reviews:

Leona Ferretti:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Romanian: Story of an Obsession. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book The
Romanian: Story of an Obsession. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can
open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Donna Clark:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Romanian: Story of an Obsession, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Jennie Groth:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Romanian: Story of an Obsession was
multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Romanian: Story of an
Obsession has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading that will.

Michael Watkins:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Romanian: Story of an Obsession to make
your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that
the publication The Romanian: Story of an Obsession can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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