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Released in 1952, The Anthology of American Folk Music was the singular vision of the enigmatic artist,
musicologist, and collector Harry Smith (1923–1991). A collection of eighty-four commercial recordings of
American vernacular and folk music originally issued between 1927 and 1932, the Anthology featured an
eclectic and idiosyncratic mixture of blues and hillbilly songs, ballads old and new, dance music, gospel, and
numerous other performances less easy to classify.

Where previous collections of folk music, both printed and recorded, had privileged field recordings and oral
transmission, Smith purposefully shaped his collection from previously released commercial records,
pointedly blurring established racial boundaries in his selection and organisation of performances. Indeed,
more than just a ground-breaking collection of old recordings, the Anthology was itself a kind of
performance on the part of its creator.

Over the six decades of its existence, however, it has continued to exert considerable influence on
generations of musicians, artists, and writers. It has been credited with inspiring the North American folk
revival—"The Anthology was our bible", asserted Dave Van Ronk in 1991, "We all knew every word of
every song on it"—and with profoundly influencing Bob Dylan. After its 1997 release on CD by
Smithsonian Folkways, it came to be closely associated with the so-called Americana and Alt-Country
movements of the late 1990s and early 2000s. Following its sixtieth birthday, and now available as a digital
download and rereleased on vinyl, it is once again a prominent icon in numerous musical currents and
popular culture more generally.

This is the first book devoted to such a vital piece of the large and complex story of American music and its
enduring value in American life. Reflecting the intrinsic interdisciplinarity of Smith’s original project, this
collection contains a variety of new perspectives on all aspects of the Anthology.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Berry:

The event that you get from Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music: America changed through
music could be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Harry Smith's Anthology of
American Folk Music: America changed through music giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music: America
changed through music instantly.

Allison Lyon:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Harry
Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music: America changed through music, you could tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Donald Edmond:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Harry Smith's Anthology of
American Folk Music: America changed through music is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And
so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Donna Robinson:

This Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music: America changed through music is fresh way for
you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Harry Smith's
Anthology of American Folk Music: America changed through music can be the light food in your case
because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form



make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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