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If the Wright brothers’ 1903 flights in Kitty Hawk marked the birth of aviation, World War I can be called its
violent adolescence—a brief but bloody era that completely changed the way planes were designed,
fabricated, and flown. The war forged an industry that would redefine transportation and warfare for future
generations. In First to Fly, lauded historian Charles Bracelen Flood tells the story of the men who were at
the forefront of that revolution: the daredevil Americans of the Lafayette Escadrille, who flew in French
planes, wore French uniforms, and showed the world an American brand of heroism before the United States
entered the Great War.

As citizens of a neutral nation from 1914 to early 1917, Americans were prohibited from serving in a foreign
army, but many brave young souls soon made their way into European battle zones: as ambulance drivers,
nurses, and more dangerously, as soldiers in the French Foreign Legion. It was partly from the ranks of the
latter group, and with the sponsorship of an expat American surgeon and a Vanderbilt, that the Lafayette
Escadrille was formed in 1916 as the first and only all-American squadron in the French Air Service. Flying
rudimentary planes, against one-in-three odds of being killed, these fearless young men gathered
reconnaissance and shot down enemy aircraft, participated in the Battle of Verdun and faced off with the Red
Baron, dueling across the war-torn skies like modern knights on horseback.

Drawing on rarely seen primary sources, Flood chronicles the startling success of that intrepid band, and
gives a compelling look at the rise of aviation and a new era of warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Greenberg:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of First to Fly: The Story
of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in World War I book as starter and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Glenn Pryor:

The book First to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in
World War I will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book First
to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in World War I is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Julio Canfield:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be examine.
First to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in World War
I can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Karen Huff:

Beside this kind of First to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For
France in World War I in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have First to Fly: The Story of the
Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in World War I because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book along with read it from at this point!
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