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How far apart are humans from animals—even the “vampire squid from hell”? Playing the
scientist/philosopher/provocateur, Vilém Flusser uses this question as a springboard to dive into a literal and
a philosophical ocean. “The abyss that separates us” from the vampire squid (or vampire octopus, perhaps,
since Vampyroteuthis infernalis inhabits its own phylogenetic order somewhere between the two) “is
incomparably smaller than that which separates us from extraterrestrial life, as imagined in science fiction
and sought by astrobiologists,” Flusser notes at the outset of the expedition.

Part scientific treatise, part spoof, part philosophical discourse, part fable, Vampyroteuthis Infernalis gives its
author ample room to ruminate on human—and nonhuman—life. Considering the human condition along
with the vampire squid/octopus condition seems appropriate because “we are both products of an absurd
coincidence . . . we are poorly programmed beings full of defects,” Flusser writes. Among other things, “we
are both banished from much of life’s domain: it into the abyss, we onto the surfaces of the continents. We
have both lost our original home, the beach, and we both live in constrained conditions.”

Thinking afresh about the life of an “other”—as different from ourselves as the vampire
squid/octopus—complicates the linkages between animality and embodiment. Odd, and strangely
compelling, Vampyroteuthis Infernalis offers up a unique posthumanist philosophical understanding of
phenomenology and opens the way for a non-philosophy of life.
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From reader reviews:

Carol McElroy:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Vampyroteuthis Infernalis: A Treatise, with a Report by
the Institut Scientifique de Recherche Paranaturaliste (Posthumanities).

Maria McGhee:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Vampyroteuthis
Infernalis: A Treatise, with a Report by the Institut Scientifique de Recherche Paranaturaliste
(Posthumanities).

Martha Fincher:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
the book Vampyroteuthis Infernalis: A Treatise, with a Report by the Institut Scientifique de Recherche
Paranaturaliste (Posthumanities) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being
creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this time book Vampyroteuthis Infernalis: A Treatise, with a Report by
the Institut Scientifique de Recherche Paranaturaliste (Posthumanities). You can more pleasing than now.

Mark Morrow:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Vampyroteuthis Infernalis: A Treatise, with a
Report by the Institut Scientifique de Recherche Paranaturaliste (Posthumanities) to make your own reading
is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and



studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book
Vampyroteuthis Infernalis: A Treatise, with a Report by the Institut Scientifique de Recherche
Paranaturaliste (Posthumanities) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of their time.
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