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"The desire to understand magic in any specific cultural context is an intellectual puzzle not only for scholars
but believers." - Jim Baker The Cunning Man's Handbook is a monumental work of phenomenal scope and
scholarship,a comprehensive and challenging exploration of the practices and beliefs of Cunning Folk in
Britain and America between 1550-1900, their heyday. Exploring the social and theological milieu of the
period, the author demonstrates the essentially Christian nature of Cunning practices, presenting an
illuminating discourse on the concept of magic and its perceived methodologies. Operating at the boundaries
of the law and society, between medicine and magic, Cunning men and women occupied a liminal role as
healers, charmers and magicians. Drawing from a huge range of sources, the range of services offered by
Cunning Folk is thoroughly expounded, from divination through astrology and geomancy to dream
interpretation, from charms, spells and curses to conjurations and treasure hunting. As author Jim Baker
states, "The focus here is on the practice of folk magic and divination for access to the preternatural". The
evolution of Cunning practices as a living tradition over a three hundred and fifty year span is explored in
depth, illustrating their practical and contemporary nature. The analogous practices of African-American
conjure and root work are also discussed and offer insights into oral fragments of Cunning practices lost to
history, presenting a compelling example of how modernity modifies tradition. Referencing dozens of
Cunning men and women and their practices, this work offers a unique glimpse into magical history, and the
opportunity for readers to reclaim the practical essence of Cunning Magic.
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From reader reviews:

Shad Broussard:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Cunning Man's
Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Katie Barry:

This The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900 are usually reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Cunning Man's Handbook: The
Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900 can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of
English Folk Magic, 1550-1900 forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Robert Mayo:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Cunning Man's
Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900 which is finding the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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