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Robert Schumann, one of the most beloved composers of the Romantic movement, embodied the passion
and imaginative spirit of his age. Known for his musical and literary genius and his legendary romance with
his wife Clara, Schumann was also plagued with debilitative bouts of depression that led him to live his last
days in a German mental asylum. This important new biography recreates the dynamics of this man and his
music with unprecedented range, offering new insight into his final years and his lasting musical
achievements.
Drawing on Schumann's recently published journals, letters, and new research, author Eric Jensen renders a
balanced portrait of the composer with both scholarly authority and engaging clarity. Biographical chapters
alternate with commentary on Schumann's piano, choral, symphonic, and operatic works, demonstrating how
the circumstances of his life helped shape the music he wrote at various periods. Chronicling the forbidden
romance of Robert and Clara, Jensen offers a nuanced look at the evolution of their relationship. He also
follows Schuman's creative musical criticism, which championed the burgeoning careers of Chopin, Liszt,
and Brahms and challenged the musical tastes of nineteenth-century Europe. Most importantly, he presents
new evidence that Schumann--locked away in the asylum at Endenich--had returned sufficiently to health to
justify his removal from confinement a year before his death. Like the innovations of his final compositions
from 1845-1854, his sanity was overlooked and misunderstood by his contemporaries. Jensen corrects the
historical record, illuminating the tragedy of Schumann's final days and refuting the common dismissal of his
final works as the result of an unstable mind.
A significant addition to music literature, Schumann is the first authoritative biography of the composer
written for general readers as well as music students and historians.
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From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will need this Schumann (Master Musicians Series).

Patsy Cassella:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is definitely Schumann (Master Musicians Series).

Monica Bonner:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Schumann (Master
Musicians Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Marlene Tiggs:

You can find this Schumann (Master Musicians Series) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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