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Laura Hostetler here shows how Qing China (1636-1911) used cartography and ethnography to pursue its
imperial ambitions. She argues that far from being on the periphery of developments in the early modern
period, Qing China both participated in and helped shape the new emphasis on empirical scientific
knowledge that was simultaneously transforming Europe—and its colonial empires—at the time.

Although mapping in China is almost as old as Chinese civilization itself, the Qing insistence on accurate
scale maps of their territory was a new response to the difficulties of administering a vast and growing
empire. Likewise, direct observation became increasingly important to Qing ethnographic writings, such as
the illustrated manuscripts known as "Miao albums" (from which twenty color paintings are reproduced in
this book). These were intended to educate Qing officials about various non-Han peoples so they could
govern these groups more effectively. Hostetler's groundbreaking study provides a wealth of insights to
anyone interested in the significance of cartography, the growth of empire, or this exciting period of Chinese
history.

"This book makes a significant contribution to existing scholarship by drawing attention to the importance of
visual representation in relation to the process of empire-building. This is a carefully researched, highly
readable, and visually appealing work."—L. J. Newby, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute
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From reader reviews:

Kerry Diaz:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Qing Colonial Enterprise: Ethnography and Cartography in
Early Modern China. Try to the actual book Qing Colonial Enterprise: Ethnography and Cartography in
Early Modern China as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we
should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dena Jacobs:

The book Qing Colonial Enterprise: Ethnography and Cartography in Early Modern China will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Qing Colonial
Enterprise: Ethnography and Cartography in Early Modern China is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Marlon Taylor:

The e-book untitled Qing Colonial Enterprise: Ethnography and Cartography in Early Modern China is the
guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Qing Colonial Enterprise: Ethnography and Cartography in Early Modern
China from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Catherine Benavidez:

This Qing Colonial Enterprise: Ethnography and Cartography in Early Modern China is great guide for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Qing Colonial Enterprise: Ethnography and Cartography in Early Modern
China in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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