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Film scholars and fans have used distinctive terms to describe the Classic Hollywood comedian: He is a
"trickster," a "rebel," or a "buffoon." Yet the performer is almost always described as a "he." In Buffoon
Men: Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered Masculinity, Scott Balcerzak reads the performances of
notable comedians such as W. C. Fields, Eddie Cantor, Jack Benny, Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy, Bert
Wheeler and Robert Woolsey, and Bud Abbott and Lou Costello through humor and queer theory to expose
a problematic history of maleness in their personas. He argues that contrary to popular notions of Classic
Hollywood history, these male comedians rearranged or, at times, rejected heteronormative protocols.

Balcerzak begins by defining the particular buffoonish masculinity portrayed by early film comedians, a
gender and genre construct influenced by the cultural anxieties of the 1930s and '40s. In chapter 1, he
considers the onscreen pairing of W. C. Fields and Mae West to identify a queered sexuality and drag
persona in Fields's performance, while in chapter 2 he examines the two major constructions of Fields's film
persona-the confidence man and the husband-to show Fields to be a conflicted and subversive figure. In
chapter 3, Balcerzak considers the assimilation and influence of Eddie Cantor as a Jewish celebrity, while he
turns to the cross-media influence of Jack Benny's radio persona in chapter 4. In Chapters 5 and 6, he moves
beyond the individual performer to examine the complex masculine brotherhood of comedy duos Laurel and
Hardy, Abbott and Costello, and Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey.

Buffoon Men shows that the complicated history of the male comedian during the early sound era has much
to tell us about multimedia comedic stars today. Fans and scholars of film history, gender studies, and
broadcast studies will appreciate Balcerzak's thorough exploration of the era's fascinating gender constructs.
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From reader reviews:

James Fletcher:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered
Masculinity (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series). You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Buffoon Men: Classic
Hollywood Comedians and Queered Masculinity (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series).
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open
a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's go through.

Robert Crawford:

The book Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered Masculinity (Contemporary
Approaches to Film and Media Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Buffoon Men:
Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered Masculinity (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media
Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Buffoon Men:
Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered Masculinity (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media
Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ronald Griffin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood
Comedians and Queered Masculinity (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you could pick Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered Masculinity (Contemporary
Approaches to Film and Media Series) become your own personal starter.

Nicholas Thiede:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know



everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Buffoon Men: Classic Hollywood Comedians and Queered
Masculinity (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) was filled concerning science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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