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A gripping tale of racial cleansing in Forsyth County, Georgia, and a harrowing testament to the deep
roots of racial violence in America.

Forsyth County, Georgia, at the turn of the twentieth century was home to a large African American
community that included ministers and teachers, farmers and field hands, tradesmen, servants, and children.
Many black residents were poor sharecroppers, but others owned their own farms and the land on which
they’d founded the county’s thriving black churches.

But then in September of 1912, three young black laborers were accused of raping and murdering a white
girl. One man was dragged from a jail cell and lynched on the town square, two teenagers were hung after a
one-day trial, and soon bands of white “night riders” launched a coordinated campaign of arson and terror,
driving all 1,098 black citizens out of the county. In the wake of the expulsions, whites harvested the crops
and took over the livestock of their former neighbors, and quietly laid claim to “abandoned” land. The
charred ruins of homes and churches disappeared into the weeds, until the people and places of black Forsyth
were forgotten.

National Book Award finalist Patrick Phillips tells Forsyth’s tragic story in vivid detail and traces its long
history of racial violence all the way back to antebellum Georgia. Recalling his own childhood in the 1970s
and ’80s, Phillips sheds light on the communal crimes of his hometown and the violent means by which
locals kept Forsyth “all white” well into the 1990s.

Blood at the Root is a sweeping American tale that spans the Cherokee removals of the 1830s, the hope and
promise of Reconstruction, and the crushing injustice of Forsyth’s racial cleansing. With bold storytelling
and lyrical prose, Phillips breaks a century-long silence and uncovers a history of racial terrorism that
continues to shape America in the twenty-first century.

36 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Duncan:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a
book Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Eddie McCoy:

The book Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Blood
at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it
is very wonderful.

Marlene Clabaugh:

This book untitled Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there
is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Derek Clancy:

Beside this specific Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America in your phone, it could give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!
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