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For centuries, Spain and the South have stood out as the exceptional “other” within U.S. and European
nationalisms. During Franco’s regime and the Jim Crow era both violently asserted a haunting brand of
national “selfhood.” Both areas shared a loss of splendor and a fraught relation with modernization, and they
retained a sense of defeat. Brittany Powell Kennedy explores this paradox not simply to compare two
apparently similar cultures but to reveal how we construct difference around this self/other dichotomy. She
charts a transatlantic link between two cultures whose performances of “otherness” as assertions of
“selfhood” enact and subvert their claims to exceptionality. Perhaps the greatest example of this transatlantic
link remains the War of 1898, when the South tried to extract itself from but was implicated in U.S. imperial
expansion and nation-building. Simultaneously, the South participated in the end of Spain as an imperial
power.

Given the War of 1898 as a climactic moment, Kennedy explores the writings of those who come directly
after this period and who attempted to “regenerate” what was perceived as “traditional” in an agrarian past.
That desire recurs over the century in novels from writers as diverse as William Faulkner, Camilo José Cela,
Walker Percy, Eudora Welty, Federico García Lorca, and Ralph Ellison. As these writers wrestle with ideas
of Spain and the South, they also engage questions of how national identity is affirmed and contested.

Kennedy compares these cultures across the twentieth century to show the ways in which they express
national authenticity. Thus she explores not only Francoism and Jim Crow, but varied attempts to define
nationhood via exceptionalism, suggesting a model of performativity that relates to other “exceptional”
geographies.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Hart:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Between Distant Modernities:
Performing Exceptionality in Francoist Spain and the Jim Crow South book because book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Sandra Bland:

Between Distant Modernities: Performing Exceptionality in Francoist Spain and the Jim Crow South can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Between Distant Modernities: Performing Exceptionality in Francoist Spain and the
Jim Crow South although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Susan Gaier:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Between Distant Modernities: Performing
Exceptionality in Francoist Spain and the Jim Crow South was vibrant and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Between Distant Modernities: Performing Exceptionality in Francoist Spain
and the Jim Crow South has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading that will.

Bradford Bryant:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Between Distant Modernities: Performing Exceptionality in Francoist Spain and the Jim Crow South
we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
with that book Between Distant Modernities: Performing Exceptionality in Francoist Spain and the Jim Crow



South. You can more attractive than now.
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