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Published in 1989, Philip Mirowski’s More Heat Than Light: Economics as Social Physics, Physic’s as
Nature’s Economics offered a challenge to historians of economics that could not be ignored. Neo-classical
economics, he said, adopted certain analytical tools of mid-nineteenth-century physics, simply substituting
“utility” for “energy,” and in so doing, chose a natural-world model which denied that economic knowledge
might be essentially social and cultural. The essays in this collection represent the first collective effort to
respond to Mirowski’s challenge by examining and assessing the Mirowski enterprise.
In addition to questioning the veracity of the connection between physics and economics, the contributors
consider the far-reaching implications of Mirowski’s thesis for the history of economics. Mirowski shows
that economic texts must be viewed in their relation to texts outside the field of economics and offers an
alternative reading of economic texts as social and cultural inscriptions. As historians of economics respond
to Mirowski’s challenge, the style and direction of their work will be changed. Utlimately, a careful
assessment of More Heat Than Light may introduce historians of economics to recognize that the
“discipline” of economics may not be the most appropriate category from which to proceed.

Contributors. Jack Birner, Marcel Boumans, A. W. Coats, Avi J. Cohen, I. Bernard Cohen, Neil de Marchi,
Steve Fuller, Clifford G. Gaddy, Wade Hands, Albert Jolink, Arjo Klamer, Robert Leonard, Philip Mirowski,
Theodore M. Porter, Margaret Schabas, E. Roy Weintraub
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

The book Non-Natural Social Science: Reflecting on the Enterprise of “More Heat than Light” (History of
Political Economy Annual Supplement) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make studying a book Non-Natural Social Science: Reflecting on the Enterprise
of “More Heat than Light” (History of Political Economy Annual Supplement) for being your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a reserve Non-Natural Social Science:
Reflecting on the Enterprise of “More Heat than Light” (History of Political Economy Annual Supplement).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Ines Patterson:

This Non-Natural Social Science: Reflecting on the Enterprise of “More Heat than Light” (History of
Political Economy Annual Supplement) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
That Non-Natural Social Science: Reflecting on the Enterprise of “More Heat than Light” (History of
Political Economy Annual Supplement) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Non-Natural Social Science: Reflecting on the
Enterprise of “More Heat than Light” (History of Political Economy Annual Supplement) can bring
whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Non-Natural Social Science: Reflecting on the Enterprise of
“More Heat than Light” (History of Political Economy Annual Supplement) having fine arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jane Turcotte:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Non-Natural Social Science: Reflecting on the Enterprise of “More Heat
than Light” (History of Political Economy Annual Supplement) book is readable by simply you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Non-Natural Social
Science: Reflecting on the Enterprise of “More Heat than Light” (History of Political Economy Annual
Supplement) content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Non-Natural
Social Science: Reflecting on the Enterprise of “More Heat than Light” (History of Political Economy
Annual Supplement) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?



Lucille Daulton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Non-Natural Social Science: Reflecting on the
Enterprise of “More Heat than Light” (History of Political Economy Annual Supplement) can give you a lot
of friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Non-Natural Social Science: Reflecting on the
Enterprise of “More Heat than Light” (History of Political Economy Annual Supplement).
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