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Why should the law care about enforcing contracts? We tend to think of a contract as the legal embodiment
of a moral obligation to keep a promise. When two parties enter into a transaction, they are obligated as
moral beings to play out the transaction in the way that both parties expect. But this overlooks a broader
understanding of the moral possibilities of the market. Just as Shakespeare’s Shylock can stand on his
contract with Antonio not because Antonio is bound by honor but because the enforcement of contracts is
seen as important to maintaining a kind of social arrangement, today’s contracts serve a fundamental role in
the functioning of society.

With The Dignity of Commerce, Nathan B. Oman argues persuasively that well-functioning markets are
morally desirable in and of themselves and thus a fit object of protection through contract law. Markets,
Oman shows, are about more than simple economic efficiency. To do business with others, we must
demonstrate understanding of and satisfy their needs. This ability to see the world from another’s point of
view inculcates key virtues that support a liberal society. Markets also provide a context in which people can
peacefully cooperate in the absence of political, religious, or ideological agreement. Finally, the material
prosperity generated by commerce has an ameliorative effect on a host of social ills, from racial
discrimination to environmental destruction.

The first book to place the moral status of the market at the center of the justification for contract law, The
Dignity of Commerce is sure to elicit serious discussion about this central area of legal studies.
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From reader reviews:

David Anthony:

The book The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law? A few of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral
Foundations of Contract Law has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Larry Chaffin:

This The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. This particular The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral
Foundations of Contract Law without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral
Foundations of Contract Law can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Dignity of Commerce:
Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law having very good arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Francisco London:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Dignity of
Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law that give your satisfaction preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Dignity of Commerce:
Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law become your starter.

Shaun Sae:

You will get this The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this



book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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