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Karl Polanyi (1886–1964) was one of the twentieth century’s most original interpreters of the market
economy. His penetrating analysis of globalization’s disruptions and the Great Depression’s underlying
causes still serves as an effective counterargument to free market fundamentalism. In this first full biography
of the intellectual’s life and work, we learn how personal and historical events structured Polanyi’s clear-
eyed analyses and complex convictions. He began his career as a bourgeois radical but transitioned into a
Christian socialist with ambivalent views on social democracy, communism, the New Deal, and the
intellectual provocations of postwar America.

The narrative begins with Polanyi’s childhood in the Habsburg Empire and his involvement with the Great
War and Hungary’s postwar revolution. It connects Polanyi’s idealistic radicalism to the political promise
and intellectual ferment of Red Vienna and the horror of fascism. The book revisits Polanyi’s oeuvre in
English, German, and Hungarian, includes exhaustive research in five archives, and features interviews with
Polanyi’s daughter, students, and colleagues, clarifying the contradictory aspects of the thinker’s work.
These personal accounts also shed light on Polanyi’s network of scholars, Christians, atheists, journalists, hot
and cold warriors, and socialists of all stripes. Offering a unique portal into an epoch’s ruptures, tensions,
and upheavals, this biography reflects and condenses extraordinary times through the life of one of its most
engaged witnesses.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Boyd:

The book Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Karl Polanyi: A Life on the
Left to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a publication Karl Polanyi: A
Life on the Left. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Brian Ramos:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left book is readable by simply you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Karl
Polanyi: A Life on the Left content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Deana Smith:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book
you can get many advantages.

Bonnie Gallup:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Karl Polanyi: A
Life on the Left.
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