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A composer who dabbled in the Dada movement, a Bohemian “gymnopédiste” of fin-de-siècle Montmartre,
and a legendary dresser known as “The Velvet Gentleman,” Erik Satie cut a unique figure among early
twentieth-century European composers. Yet his legacy has largely languished in the shadows of Stravinsky,
Debussy, and Ravel. Mary E. Davis now brings Satie to life in this fascinating new biography.

Satie redefined the composer’s art, devising new methods of artistic expression that melded ordinary and
rarified elements of words, visual art, and music. Davis argues that Satie’s modernist aesthetic was grounded
in the contradictions of his life—such as enrolling in the conservative Schola Cantorum after working as a
cabaret performer—and is reflected in his irreverent essays, drawn art, and music.  Erik Satie explores how
the composer was embraced by avant-garde artists and fashionable Parisian elite, and how his experiences
inspired him to create the musical style of Neoclassicism. Satie also employed the power of the image
through his infamous fashion statements, Davis contends, and became part of a nascent celebrity culture.

A cogent and informative portrait, Erik Satie upends the accepted history of modernist music and restores the
composer to his rightful pioneering status.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Grant:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Erik Satie (Critical Lives). Try to make the book Erik Satie (Critical Lives)
as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Daniel Gomez:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Erik Satie (Critical Lives) book
because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Angela Babb:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Erik Satie (Critical Lives) can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

David Yoon:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Erik Satie (Critical Lives) when you essential it?
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