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While all of us regularly use basic math symbols such as those for plus, minus, and equals, few of us know
that many of these symbols weren't available before the sixteenth century. What did mathematicians rely on
for their work before then? And how did mathematical notations evolve into what we know today? In
Enlightening Symbols, popular math writer Joseph Mazur explains the fascinating history behind the
development of our mathematical notation system. He shows how symbols were used initially, how one
symbol replaced another over time, and how written math was conveyed before and after symbols became
widely adopted.

Traversing mathematical history and the foundations of numerals in different cultures, Mazur looks at how
historians have disagreed over the origins of the numerical system for the past two centuries. He follows the
transfigurations of algebra from a rhetorical style to a symbolic one, demonstrating that most algebra before
the sixteenth century was written in prose or in verse employing the written names of numerals. Mazur also
investigates the subconscious and psychological effects that mathematical symbols have had on
mathematical thought, moods, meaning, communication, and comprehension. He considers how these
symbols influence us (through similarity, association, identity, resemblance, and repeated imagery), how
they lead to new ideas by subconscious associations, how they make connections between experience and the
unknown, and how they contribute to the communication of basic mathematics.

From words to abbreviations to symbols, this book shows how math evolved to the familiar forms we use
today.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book Enlightening Symbols: A Short History of Mathematical
Notation and Its Hidden Powers has been making you to know about other information and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Enlightening Symbols: A Short
History of Mathematical Notation and Its Hidden Powers is not only giving you much more new information
but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Enlightening Symbols: A Short History of
Mathematical Notation and Its Hidden Powers. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Nydia Kelly:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Enlightening Symbols: A
Short History of Mathematical Notation and Its Hidden Powers book as starter and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Charlene Rodriquez:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Enlightening Symbols: A Short History of
Mathematical Notation and Its Hidden Powers can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Dennis Simpson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
Enlightening Symbols: A Short History of Mathematical Notation and Its Hidden Powers. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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