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The image of the debauched French aristocrat of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries is one that still has
power over the international public imagination, from the unending fascination with the Marquis de Sade to
the successes of the film Ridicule. Drawing on memoirs, letters, popular songs and pamphlets, and political
treatises, The Enlightened and Depraved: Decadence, Radicalism, and the Early Modern French Nobility
traces the origins of this powerful stereotype from between the reign of Louis XIV and the Terror of the
French Revolution. The decadent and enlightened noble of early modern France, the libertine, was born in a
push to transform the nobility from a warrior caste into an intelligentsia. Education itself had become a
power through which the privileged could set themselves free from old social and religious restraints.
However, by the late eighteenth century, the libertine noble was already falling under attack by changing
attitudes toward gender, an emphasis on economic utility over courtly service, and ironically the very
revolutionary forces that the enlightened nobility of the court and Paris helped awaken. In the end, the
libertine nobility would not survive the French Revolution, but the basic idea of knowledge as a liberating
force would endure in modernity, divorced from a single class.
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From reader reviews:

Rufus George:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Decadence, Radicalism, and the Early Modern
French Nobility: The Enlightened and Depraved will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Diana Rush:

The actual book Decadence, Radicalism, and the Early Modern French Nobility: The Enlightened and
Depraved will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Decadence,
Radicalism, and the Early Modern French Nobility: The Enlightened and Depraved is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Judith Craig:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Decadence, Radicalism, and the Early Modern French
Nobility: The Enlightened and Depraved can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

John Rowland:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Decadence, Radicalism, and the Early Modern French Nobility: The Enlightened and Depraved. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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