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China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought examines the ideas of China in the works of three major
thinkers in the early European Enlightenment of the late seventeenth to early eighteenth centuries: Pierre
Bayle, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, and the Baron de Montesquieu. Unlike surveys which provide only
cursory overviews of Enlightenment views of China, or individual studies of each thinker which tend to
address their conceptions of China in individual chapters, this is the first book to provide in-depth
comparative analyses of these seminal Enlightenment thinkers that specifically link their views on China to
their political concerns. Against the backdrop especially of the Jesuit accounts of China which these
philosophers read, Bayle, Leibniz, and Montesquieu interpreted imperial China in three radically divergent
ways: as a tolerant, atheistic monarchy; as an exemplar of human and divine justice; and as an exceptional
but nonetheless corrupt despotic state. The book thus shows how the development of political thought in the
early Enlightenment was closely linked to the question of China as a positive or negative model for Europe,
and argues that revisiting Bayle’s approach to China is a salutary corrective to the errors and presumptions in
the thought of Leibniz and Montesquieu. The book also discusses how Chinese reformers of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries drew on Enlightenment writers’ different views of China as they
sought to envisage how China should be remodeled.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oliveras:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought
(Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Ernestine Worrell:

The e-book with title China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought (Routledge Studies in Social and
Political Thought) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Vincent Mickens:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) can
make you truly feel more interested to read.

Anthony Muller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought
(Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought).
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