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An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism is a comprehensive survey of Indian Buddhism from its
origins in the 6th century BCE, through its ascendance in the 1st millennium CE, and its eventual decline in
mainland South Asia by the mid-2nd millennium CE. Weaving together studies of archaeological remains,
architecture, iconography, inscriptions, and Buddhist historical sources, this book uncovers the quotidian
concerns and practices of Buddhist monks and nuns (the sangha), and their lay adherents--concerns and
practices often obscured in studies of Buddhism premised largely, if not exclusively, on Buddhist texts. At
the heart of Indian Buddhism lies a persistent social contradiction between the desire for individual
asceticism versus the need to maintain a coherent community of Buddhists. Before the early 1st millennium
CE, the sangha relied heavily on the patronage of kings, guilds, and ordinary Buddhists to support
themselves. During this period, the sangha emphasized the communal elements of Buddhism as they sought
to establish themselves as the leaders of a coherent religious order. By the mid-1st millennium CE, Buddhist
monasteries had become powerful political and economic institutions with extensive landholdings and
wealth. This new economic self-sufficiency allowed the sangha to limit their day-to-day interaction with the
laity and begin to more fully satisfy their ascetic desires for the first time. This withdrawal from regular
interaction with the laity led to the collapse of Buddhism in India in the early-to-mid 2nd millennium CE. In
contrast to the ever-changing religious practices of the Buddhist sangha, the Buddhist laity were more
conservative--maintaining their religious practices for almost two millennia, even as they nominally shifted
their allegiances to rival religious orders. This book also serves as an exemplar for the archaeological study
of long-term religious change through the perspectives of practice theory, materiality, and semiotics.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wild:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism (Oxford Handbooks),
it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a publication.

Homer Smith:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism
(Oxford Handbooks) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Marvin Murphy:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism (Oxford Handbooks) was
filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Marjorie Ishee:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book An Archaeological History of Indian
Buddhism (Oxford Handbooks) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise
is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism (Oxford
Handbooks) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing
of that time.
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