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A concise and appealing look at the strangest number in the universe and its continuing role as one of the
great paradoxes of human thought

The Babylonians invented it, the Greeks banned it, the Hindus worshiped it, and the Church used it to fend
off heretics. Now, as Y2K fever rages, it threatens a technological apocalypse. For centuries the power of
zero savored of the demonic; once harnessed, it became the most important tool in mathematics. For zero,
infinity's twin, is not like other numbers. It is both nothing and everything.

In Zero science journalist Charles Seife follows this innocent-looking number from its birth as an Eastern
philosophical concept to its struggle for acceptance in Europe, its rise and transcendence in the West, and its
ever-present threat to modern physics. Here are the legendary thinkers--from Pythagoras to Newton to
Heisenberg, from the Kabalists to today's astrophysicists--who have tried to understand it and whose clashes
shook the foundations of philosophy, science, mathematics, and religion. Zero has pitted East against West
and faith against reason, and its intransigence persists in the dark core of a black hole and the brilliant flash
of the Big Bang. Today, zero lies at the heart of one of the biggest scientific controversies of all time, the
quest for a theory of everything.

Readers of Fermat's Enigma, The Man Who Loved Only Numbers, Seeing and Believing, and Longitudewill
find the revealingly illustrated Zero freshly informative, easy to understand, and--infinitely--fascinating.
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From reader reviews:

James Brier:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Zero: The Biography of a Dangerous Idea is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Elizabeth Hager:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Zero: The Biography of a
Dangerous Idea book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Emanuel Douglas:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Zero:
The Biography of a Dangerous Idea your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get previous to. The Zero: The Biography of a Dangerous Idea giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Joaquin Bedard:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Zero: The Biography of a Dangerous Idea
to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study
it. Beside that the guide Zero: The Biography of a Dangerous Idea can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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