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Chronicling the practices, legends, and wisdom of the vanishing traditions of the upper Amazon, this book
reveals the area's indigenous peoples' approach to living in harmony with the natural world. Rainforest
Medicine features in-depth essays on plant-based medicine and indigenous science from four distinct
Amazonian societies: deep forest and urban, lowland rainforest and mountain.

The book is illustrated with unique botanical and cultural drawings by Secoya elder and traditional healer
Agustin Payaguaje and horticulturalist Thomas Y. Wang as well as by the author himself. Payaguaje shares
his sincere imaginal view into the spiritual life of the Secoya; plates of petroglyphs from the sacred valley of
Cotundo relate to an ancient language, and other illustrations show traditional Secoya ayahuasca symbols
and indigenous origin myths. Two color sections showcase photos of the plants and people of the region, and
include plates of previously unpublished full-color paintings by Pablo Cesar Amaringo (1938-2009), an
acclaimed Peruvian artist renowned for his intricate, colorful depictions of his visions from drinking the
entheogenic plant brew, ayahuasca ("vine of the soul" in Quechua languages).

Today the once-dense mysterious rainforest realms are under assault as the indiscriminate colonial frontier of
resource extraction moves across the region; as the forest disappears, the traditional human legacy of
sustainable utilization of this rich ecosystem is also being buried under modern realities. With over 20 years
experience of ground-level environmental and cultural conservation, author Jonathon Miller Weisberger's
commitment to preserving the fascinating, unfathomably precious relics of the indigenous legacy shines
through. Chief among these treasures is the "shimmering" "golden" plant-medicine science of ayahuasca or
yajé, a rainforest vine that was popularized in the 1950s by Western travelers such as William Burroughs and
Alan Ginsberg. It has been sampled, reviled, and celebrated by outsiders ever since.

Currently sought after by many in the industrialized West for its powerful psychotropic and life-transforming
effects, this sacred brew is often imbibed by visitors to the upper Amazon and curious seekers in faraway
venues, sometimes with little to no working knowledge of its principles and precepts. Perceiving that there is
an evident need for in-depth information on ayahuasca if it is to be used beyond its traditional context for
healing and spiritual illumination in the future, Miller Weisberger focuses on the fundamental knowledge
and practices that guide the use of ayahuasca in indigenous cultures. Weaving first-person narrative with
anthropological and ethnobotanical information, Rainforest Medicine aims to preserve both the record and
ongoing reality of ayahuasca's unique tradition and, of course, the priceless forest that gave birth to these
sacred vines. Featuring words from Amazonian shamans--the living torchbearers of these sophisticated
spiritual practices--the book stands as testimony to this sacred plant medicine's power in shaping and healing
individuals, communities, and nature alike.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Kimmel:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Rainforest Medicine:
Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon suitable to you? The actual book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Rainforest Medicine: Preserving
Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazonis the main of several books this everyone read
now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Anna Cooper:

Rainforest Medicine: Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Rainforest Medicine: Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper
Amazon although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Patricia Miller:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Rainforest
Medicine: Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon provide you with new
experience in examining a book.

Rachel Kaufman:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Rainforest Medicine: Preserving Indigenous Science and
Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon can make you feel more interested to read.
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