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Anyone who reads the Gospels carefully will notice that there are differences in the manner in which they
report the same events. These differences have led many conservative Christians to resort to harmonization
efforts that are often quite strained, sometimes to the point of absurdity. Many people have concluded the
Gospels are hopelessly contradictory and therefore historically unreliable as accounts of Jesus. The majority
of New Testament scholars now hold that most if not all of the Gospels belong to the genre of Greco-Roman
biography and that this genre permitted some flexibility in the way in which historical events were narrated.
However, few scholars have undertaken a robust discussion of how this plays out in Gospel pericopes (self-
contained passages).

Why Are There Differences in the Gospels? provides a fresh approach to the question by examining the
works of Plutarch, a Greek essayist who lived in the first and second centuries CE. Michael R. Licona
discovers three-dozen pericopes narrated two or more times in Plutarch's Lives, identifies differences
between the accounts, and analyzes these differences in light of compositional devices identified by classical
scholars as commonly employed by ancient authors. The book then applies the same approach to nineteen
pericopes that are narrated in two or more Gospels, demonstrating that the major differences found there
likely result from the same compositional devices employed by Plutarch.

Showing both the strained harmonizations and the hasty dismissals of the Gospels as reliable accounts to be
misguided, Licona invites readers to approach them in light of their biographical genre and in that way to
gain a clearer understanding of why they differ.
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From reader reviews:

Freddie Hoops:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Why
Are There Differences in the Gospels?: What We Can Learn from Ancient Biography? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Jimmy Stone:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Why Are There Differences in the Gospels?: What We Can Learn from Ancient
Biography book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer connected with Why Are There Differences in the Gospels?: What We Can Learn from
Ancient Biography content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Why Are There
Differences in the Gospels?: What We Can Learn from Ancient Biography is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Martha Lockridge:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Why Are There
Differences in the Gospels?: What We Can Learn from Ancient Biography is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Rosa Milliken:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
called of book Why Are There Differences in the Gospels?: What We Can Learn from Ancient Biography.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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