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This book assesses the adequacy of the traditional theories of laughter and humor, suggests revised theories,
and explores such areas as the aesthetics and ethics of humor, and the relation of amusement to other mental
states.
Theories of laughter and humor originated in ancient times with the view that laughter is an expression of
feelings of superiority over another person. This superiority theory was held by Plato, Aristotle, and Hobbes.
Another aspect of laughter, noted by Aristotle and Cicero and neglected until Kant and Schopenhauer
developed it into the incongruity theory, is that laughter is often a reaction to the perception of some
incongruity. According to the third and latest traditional theory, the relief theory of Herbert Spencer and
Freud, laughter is the venting of superfluous nervous energy. Historical examples of all these theories are
presented along with hybrid theories such as those of Descartes and Bergson. The book also features
traditional explorations of the place of humor in aesthetics, drama, and literature.
This is the first work in the last fifty years to include the classic sources in the philosophy of humor and the
first to present theories by contemporary philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hester:

The book The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The
Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like open up and read a publication The Philosophy of Laughter and
Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Vincent Ashworth:

This The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) without
we know teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The
Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) can bring when you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) having excellent arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Cary Freeman:

This The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) is great e-book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) in your
hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Ernestine Biggs:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the



world. By the book The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
book The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy). You can more desirable than
now.

Download and Read Online The Philosophy of Laughter and
Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) #F2SB17Z4D5P



Read The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in
Philosophy) for online ebook

The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) books to read online.

Online The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) ebook
PDF download

The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) Doc

The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) Mobipocket

The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (SUNY Series in Philosophy) EPub


