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Written by John Ferling, one of America's leading historians of the Revolutionary era, The First of Men
offers an illuminating portrait of George Washington's life, with emphasis on his military and political
career.
Here is a riveting account that captures Washington in all his complexity, recounting not only Washington's
familiar sterling qualities--courage, industry, ability to make difficult decisions, ceaseless striving for self-
improvement, love of his family and loyalty to friends--but also his less well known character flaws. Indeed,
as Ferling shows, Washington had to overcome many negative traits as he matured into a leader. The young
Washington was accused of ingratitude and certain of his letters from this period read as if they were written
by "a pompous martinet and a whining, petulant brat." As commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, he
lost his temper more than once and indulged flatterers. Aaron Burr found him "a boring, colorless person."
As president, he often believed the worst about individual officials. Ferling concludes that Washington's
personality and temperament were those of "a self-centered and self-absorbed man, one who since youth had
exhibited a fragile self-esteem." And yet he managed to realize virtually every grand design he ever
conceived. Ferling's Washington is driven, fired by ambition, envy, and dreams of fame and fortune. Yet his
leadership and character galvanized the American Revolution--probably no one else could have kept the war
going until the master stroke at Yorktown--and helped the fledgling nation take, and survive, its first
unsteady steps.
This superb paperback makes available once again an unflinchingly honest and compelling biography of the
father of our country.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Pilkington:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The First of Men: A Life of George Washington
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Peggy Young:

The event that you get from The First of Men: A Life of George Washington is a more deep you searching
the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but The First of Men: A Life of George Washington giving you excitement feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that The First of Men: A Life of George
Washington instantly.

Virginia Hughes:

The particular book The First of Men: A Life of George Washington will bring one to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The First of Men: A Life of George Washington is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Edward Grimes:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
The First of Men: A Life of George Washington when you needed it?
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