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Over the centuries, New Testament texts have often been read in ways that reflect and encourage anti-
Semitism. For example, the parable of the "wicked husbandmen," who kill the son of their landlord in order
to seize the land, has been used to blame the Jews for the death of Christ. Since the Holocaust, Christian
scholars have increasingly recognized and rejected this inheritance. In Parables for Our Time Tania
Oldenhage seeks to fashion a biblical hermeneutics that consciously works with memories of the Holocaust.

New Testament scholars have not directly confronted the horror of Nazi crimes, Oldenhage argues, but their
work has nonetheless been deeply affected by the events of the Holocaust. By placing twentieth-century
biblical scholarship within its specific historical and cultural contexts, she is able to trace the process by
which the Holocaust gradually moved into the collective consciousness of New Testament scholars, both in
Germany and in the United States. Her focus is on the scholarly interpretation of the parables of Jesus. She
sets the stage with the work of Wolfgang Harnisch who exemplifies the problems surrounding Holocaust
remembrance in the Germany of the 1980s and 1990s. She then turns to Joachim Jeremias's eminent work on
the parables, first published in 1947. Jeremias's anti-Jewish rhetoric, she argues, should be understood not
only as a perpetuation of an age-old interpretive pattern, but as representative of German difficulties in
responding to the Holocaust immediately after the war. Oldenhage goes on to explore the way in which
Jeremias's approach was challenged by biblical scholars in the U.S. during the 1970s. In particular, she
examines the turn to literature and literary theory exemplified in the works of John Dominic Crossan and
Paul Ricoeur. Nazi atrocities became part of the cultural reservoir from which Crossan and Ricoeur drew,
she shows, although they never engaged with the historical facts of the Holocaust. In conclusion, Oldenhage
offers her own reading of the parable of the wicked husbandmen, demonstrating how the turn from historical
to literary criticism opens up the text to interpretation in light of the Holocaust. If the parables are to be
meaningful in our time, she contends, we must take account of the troubling resonances between these
ancient Christian stories and the atrocities of Auschwitz.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Witzel:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament
Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series) seemed to be making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication
Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism
Series) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism
Series). You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Carolyn Bailey:

The experience that you get from Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the
Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide within
the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism
Series) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Parables for
Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series)
instantly.

James Jernigan:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Parables for Our Time: Rereading New
Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series) is simple to create you can read
it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lorraine Bryant:

Beside this Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR
Cultural Criticism Series) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if
you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Parables for Our Time: Rereading
New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series) because this book offers to



your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item?
Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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