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In the 1970s and 1980s, a group of "unofficial" artists in Moscow -- artists not recognized by the state, not
covered by state-controlled media, and cut off from wider audiences -- created artworks that gave artistic
form to a certain historical moment: the experience of Soviet socialism. The Moscow conceptualists not only
reflected and analyzed by artistic means a spectacle of Soviet life but also preserved its memory for a future
that turned out to be different from the officially predicted one. They captured both the shabby austerity of
everyday Soviet life and the utopian energy of Soviet culture. In History Becomes Form, Boris Groys offers
a contemporary's account of what he calls the most interesting Russian artistic phenomenon since the
Russian avant-garde.

The book collects Groys's essays on Moscow conceptualism, most of them written after his emigration to the
West in 1981. The individual artists of the group -- including Ilya Kabakov, Lev Rubinstein, and Ivan
Chuikov -- became known in the West after perestroika, but until now the artistic movement as a whole has
received little attention. Groys's account sheds light not only on the Moscow Conceptualists and their work
but also on the dilemmas of Soviet artists during the cold war.
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From reader reviews:

Bettye Heinrich:

The actual book History Becomes Form: Moscow Conceptualism (MIT Press) will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book History Becomes Form: Moscow
Conceptualism (MIT Press) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Paul Williams:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific History Becomes Form: Moscow
Conceptualism (MIT Press) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have
factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have History Becomes Form:
Moscow Conceptualism (MIT Press).

James Hutchinson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication History Becomes Form: Moscow Conceptualism (MIT Press) was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Carolyn Alcantara:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this History Becomes Form: Moscow Conceptualism (MIT Press) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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