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Architecture and Ritual explores how the varied rituals of everyday life are framed and defined in space by
the buildings which we inhabit. It penetrates beyond traditional assumptions about architectural style,
aesthetics and utility to deal with something more implicit: how buildings shape and reflect our experience in
ways of which we remain unconscious.

Whether designed to house a grand ceremony or provide shelter for a daily meal, all buildings coordinate and
consolidate social relations by giving orientation and focus to the spatial practices of those who use them.
Peter Blundell Jones investigates these connections between the social and the spatial, providing critical
insights into the capacity for architecture to structure human ritual, from the grand and formal to the
mundane. This is achieved through deep readings of individual pieces of architecture, each with a detailed
description of its particular social setting and use. The case studies are drawn from throughout architectural
history and from around the globe, each enabling a distinct theoretical theme to emerge, and showing how
social conventions vary with time and place, as well as what they have in common. Case studies range from
the Nuremberg Rally to the Centre Pompidou, and from the Palace of Westminster to Dogon dwellings in
Africa and a Modernist hospital.

In considering how all architecture has to mesh with the habits, beliefs, rituals and expectations of the society
that created it, the book presents deep implications for our understanding of architectural history and theory.
It also highlights the importance for architects of understanding how buildings frame social space before they
prescribe new architectural designs of their own. The book ends with a recent example of user participation,
showing how contemporary user interest and commitment to a building can be as strong as ever.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

The book Architecture and Ritual: How Buildings Shape Society make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Architecture and
Ritual: How Buildings Shape Society to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open up and read a reserve Architecture and Ritual: How Buildings Shape Society. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
book?

Jeffrey Garner:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Architecture and Ritual: How Buildings Shape
Society can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Laura Thibodeau:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Architecture and Ritual: How Buildings
Shape Society. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Cynthia Tso:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Architecture and Ritual: How Buildings Shape Society we can take more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Architecture and Ritual: How
Buildings Shape Society. You can more pleasing than now.
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