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Revitalizing the Classics is a lively introductory text that relates classical social theories to contemporary
social events. This updated definition of the classics avoids the Eurocentrism and androcentrism of many
textbooks of social theory by including both non-European and women social thinkers. Besides highlighting
the work of Ibn Khaldun and first wave feminist scholars, this book utilizes interactive figures, original
source sidebars and current illustrative examples to provide a critical alternative to the standard texts in the
field. In the process, Tony Simmons shows just how relevant classical social theories are in our present
world, offering us analysis and clarification of a range of issues, from war, poverty and environmental
destruction, to the sensory overload experienced in the digital age and even our personal relationships and
interactions. Social theories are helpful even necessary to help us understand and, most importantly, be
critical of the issues, systems and institutions in our world today.

Revitalizing the Classics introduces students to a wide range of classical theorists and applies their theories
to present-day examples: thus Durkheim s ideas are invoked to explore anomie in the digital world as well as
the altruistic elements of suicide bombings in contemporary combat zones. Similarly, Ibn Khaldun s concept
of asabiyya is used to explain the tribal code of the Taliban; Marx is summoned to explain the ever-widening
gap between the rich and poor in Canada and around the world; and Pareto is enlisted to describe the
circulation of elites in post-communist and post-colonial societies. Other sections explore and analyze the
global war on terrorism and the Arab Spring. The book also includes a glossary of key concepts, giving
readers an instant explanation of major terms and ideas used in each chapter. The combination of accessible
writing and contemporary analysis provides a text that will empower readers to theorize and analyze many
current events for themselves."
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From reader reviews:

Louis Jackson:

The book Revitalizing the Classics: What Past Social Theorists Can Teach Us Today will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Revitalizing the Classics: What
Past Social Theorists Can Teach Us Today is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Donald Link:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Revitalizing the
Classics: What Past Social Theorists Can Teach Us Today that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Revitalizing the Classics: What Past Social
Theorists Can Teach Us Today become your own starter.

Dennis Ross:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Revitalizing the Classics: What Past Social
Theorists Can Teach Us Today can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Duane Coley:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Revitalizing the Classics: What
Past Social Theorists Can Teach Us Today to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Revitalizing the Classics: What
Past Social Theorists Can Teach Us Today can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of their time.
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