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How are we to understand past political thinkers? Is it a matter simply of reading their texts again and again?
Do we have to relate past texts of political thought to the contexts in which ideas were composed and in
which the aims of past thinkers were formulated? Or should past political theories be deconstructed so as to
uncover not what their authors maintain, but what the texts reveal?

In this book, theories of interpreting past political thinkers are examined and the interpretive methods of a
range of theories are reviewed, including those of Hegel, Marx, Oakeshott, Collingwood, the Cambridge
School, Foucault, Derrida and Gadamer. The application of these theories of interpretation to notable modern
political theorists, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Kant, Hegel, Marx, Bentham, Mill, Nietzsche and
Beauvoir is then used as a way of understanding modern political
thought and of assessing interpretive theories of past political thought. The result is a book which sees the
history of modern political thought as more than a procession of political theories but rather as a reflection
on the meaning of past political thought and its interpretation. It provides a way of
reading the history of modern political thought, in which the question of interpretation matters both for
understanding how we interpret the past but also for considering what it means to undertake political
thinking.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This A History of
Modern Political Thought: The Question of Interpretation is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Edward Gilbert:

The feeling that you get from A History of Modern Political Thought: The Question of Interpretation will be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but A History of Modern Political Thought: The Question
of Interpretation giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this A History of Modern
Political Thought: The Question of Interpretation instantly.

Paul Ring:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. A History of Modern Political Thought: The Question of Interpretation can be your answer given it can
be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Wesley Mansour:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to you personally is A History of Modern Political Thought: The Question of
Interpretation this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book appropriate all of you.
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