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Extending his distinctive analysis of Homeric epic to the Iliad, Bruce Louden, author of The "Odyssey":
Structure, Narration, and Meaning, again presents new approaches to understanding the themes and story of
the poem. In this thought-provoking study, he demonstrates how repeated narrative motifs argue for an
expanded understanding of the structure of epic poetry. First identifying the "subgenres" of myth within the
poem, he then reads these against related mythologies of the Near East, developing a context in which the
poem can be more accurately interpreted.

Louden begins by focusing on the ways in which the Iliad's three movements correspond with and comment
on each other. He offers original interpretations of many episodes, notably in books 3 and 7, and makes new
arguments about some well-known controversies (e.g., the duals in book 9), the Iliad's use of parody, the
function of theomachy, and the prefiguring of Hektor as a sacrificial victim in books 3 and 6. The second
part of the book compares fourteen subgenres of myth in the Iliad to contemporaneous Near Eastern
traditions such as those of the Old Testament and of Ugaritic mythology. Louden concludes with an extended
comparison of the Homeric Athena and Anat, a West Semitic goddess worshipped by the Phoenicians and
Egyptians.

Louden's innovative method yields striking new insights into the formation and early literary contexts of
Greek epic poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Mueller:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning. Try to stumble through
book The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you
sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Allison Walters:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning book is readable by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving The Iliad:
Structure, Myth, and Meaning content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking
The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Felecia Holst:

This The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Iliad: Structure,
Myth, and Meaning in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So ,
it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Olivia Dickert:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and
Meaning to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book
The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of their time.
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