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Amateur Craft provides an illuminating and historically-grounded account of amateur craft in the modern
era, from 19th century Sunday painters and amateur carpenters to present day railway modellers and
yarnbombers. Stephen Knott's fascinating study explores the curious and unexpected attributes of things
made outside standardised models of mass production, arguing that amateur craft practice is 'differential' – a
temporary moment of control over work that both departs from and informs our productive engagement with
the world.

Knott's discussion of the theoretical aspects of amateur craft practice is substantiated by historical case
studies that cluster around the period 1850–1950. Looking back to the emergence of the modern amateur, he
makes reference to contemporary art and design practice that harnesses or exploits amateur conditions of
making. From Andy Warhol to Simon Starling, such artistic interest elucidates the mercurial qualities of
amateur craft.

Invaluable for students and researchers in art and design, contemporary craft, material culture and social
history, Amateur Craft counters both the marginalisation and the glorification of amateur craft practice. It is
richly illustrated with 41 images, 14 in colour, including 19th century ephemera and works of contemporary
art.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Payne:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Amateur Craft: History
and Theory. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Elizabeth Cao:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their
can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on guardería until university need this Amateur Craft: History and Theory to read.

Ed Abraham:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Amateur Craft:
History and Theory suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book
untitled Amateur Craft: History and Theoryis the main one of several books that will everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Nancy Landry:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Amateur Craft: History and
Theory that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you may pick Amateur Craft: History and Theory become your current starter.
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