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Leo Tolstoy’s short works, like his novels, show readers his narrative genius, keen observation, and
historical acumen?albeit on a smaller scale.

This Norton Critical Edition presents twelve of Tolstoy’s best-known stories, based on the Louise and
Aylmer Maude translations (except “Alyosha Gorshok”), which have been revised by the editor for enhanced
comprehension and annotated for student readers. The Second Edition newly includes “A Prisoner in the
Caucasus,” “Father Sergius,” and “After the Ball,” in addition to Michael Katz’s new translation of “Alyosha
Gorshok.” Together these stories represent the best of the author’s short fiction before War and Peace and
after Anna Karenina.

“Backgrounds and Sources” includes two Tolstoy memoirs, A History of Yesterday (1851) and The Memoirs
of a Madman (1884), as well as entries?expanded in the Second Edition?from Tolstoy’s “Diary for 1855”
and selected letters (1858–95) that shed light on the author’s creative process.

“Criticism” collects twenty-three essays by Russian and western scholars, six of which are new to this
Second Edition. Interpretations focus both on Tolstoy’s language and art and on specific themes and motifs
in individual stories. Contributors include John M. Kopper, Gary Saul Morson, N. G. Chernyshevsky,
Mikhail Bakhtin, Harsha Ram, John Bayley, Vladimir Nabokov, Ruth Rischin, Margaret Ziolkowski, and
Donald Barthelme.

A Chronology of Tolstoy’s life and work and an updated Selected Bibliography are also included.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Boone:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Tolstoy's Short Fiction (Second Edition)
(Norton Critical Editions) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Charline Fendley:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Tolstoy's Short Fiction (Second
Edition) (Norton Critical Editions), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Kristy Abrahams:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Tolstoy's Short Fiction (Second Edition) (Norton Critical
Editions) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Cristen Washington:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Tolstoy's
Short Fiction (Second Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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